Treatment of unstable angina with cholesterol embolization as a complication of left heart catheterization.
We describe 3 patients with cholesterol embolization after left heart catheterization via the femoral route. The left catheterizations were performed via the femoral route in all reported cases in which cholesterol embolization occurred as a complication of left catheterization. Postmortem examinations reveal that PTCA, using the right brachial approach, is the safest method for treatment of intractable angina in patients with evidence of cholesterol embolization.